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Baart Harries Newall is an award winning architectural practice committed to 
an imaginative and rigorous approach to design.  

 
We have wide experience in the design of public and commercial buildings, 
particularly in the fields of education, civic buildings, community/arts projects, 
office development, housing and conservation work. 

 
We are a client orientated practice; we believe design is a process which 
requires dialogue and discussion with clients and building users. We run 
workshops and ólive designô events as part of a participatory process of 
building design.  

 
The practice has established a reputation for providing a high level of service 
to clients and this is reflected in a repeat client list including many local 
authorities and housing associations, The Environment Agency, Shrewsbury 
School, Shrewsbury Sixth Form College, Walford College and The National 
Trust. 

 
Baart Harries Newall are able to offer both design excellence and a solid 
base of expertise and experience, developed through our work with a wide 
range of clients. 
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Conservation Work 

 

Baart Harries Newall have received a number of awards for work in this field 
including the prestigious international Europa Nostra Award for the repair of a 
thirteenth century detached bell tower at Pembridge, Herefordshire.  The 
practice has a long track record in the care and conservation of historic 
buildings, extending from the quinquennial inspection of Grade 1 listed National 
Trust properties to the execution of large scale repairs to church roofs and 
masonry. 
 
Mark Newall is registered as an Architect Accredited in Building Conservation, 
and is a member of the Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings and 
the Ecclesiastical Architects and Surveyors Association.  He is appointed as 
inspecting architect by the National Trust and several dioceses, and is a past 
secretary of the RIBA regional conservation group. 
 
Work to historic buildings requires meticulous survey, observation and 
specification of repairs, and there is a presumption in favour of the use of 
materials of the highest quality.  Repairs are usually in natural materials such 
as stone masonry, lime mortar, oak joinery and lead roofing.  New insertions in 
historic buildings also demand materials of commensurate quality; stone, oak 
and stainless steel are often used. 
 
The work can be exacting in nature.  Delaminating flakes of sandstone 
masonry on Ellesmere church tower were individually secured back into place 
with stainless steel pin dowels, and weathered with soft lime pointing - where 
English Heritage required the original surface to be conserved.  Elsewhere the 
work can be dramatic. To save a sixteenth century church roof from collapsing 
under snow load steel flitches were inserted into cambered oak beams 
spanning nine metres. 
 
The practice has been involved in a wide range of projects that have included 
the repair and replacement of church pinnacles, conservation of masonry, 
window tracery, stained glass, lead roofs, thatched roofs and timber framed 
buildings.   
 
Recent projects include the repair and conversion of Cambrian Railway Station 
in Oswestry, the restoration of Flounders Folly a hilltop tower in South 
Shropshire, consolidation of castle ruins at Ruyton XI Towns Castle and the 
repair of a listed World War 1 aircraft hangar in Ellesmere Port. 
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Ecclesiastical Projects  
 
 

New buildings, large scale alterations and extensions 
 
Baart Harries Newall are registered as Architects Accredited in Building 
Conservation, and are therefore approved by English Heritage for the design 
and administration of grant aided conservation projects. 
 
Larger scale ecclesiastical projects include the conversion of existing Church 
Buildings to include community facilities. Examples of this type of re-modelling 
work includes St Faithôs church hall in Dulwich and the United Reform Church 
in Rhos-on-sea. The practice recently completed a new Baptist Church in 
Telford incorporating community facilities. It replaced an existing church 
building which was in a very poor state of repair.   
 
We are architects for the Abbey Church in Shrewsbury.  Completed projects at 
this thirteenth century, Grade I listed abbey include a flood defence system, 
replacement of stone floors in the aisles and altar, and an external stonework 
repair project. 

 
 

Quinquennial Reports and Repair Work 
 
Our practice is appointed as inspecting architects to the Dioceses of Lichfield, 
Hereford, Chester and St Asaph.  The practice currently inspects 40 churches, 
many of them Grade I or Grade II* listed buildings.  Undertaking quinquennial 
inspections on these historic buildings involves the preparation of reports on 
the church fabric, structure and services, and producing drawings and 
specifications for repair and/or alterations.  This type of work demands a 
detailed knowledge of traditional construction, materials and techniques, and 
the ability to juxtapose modern alterations and insertions with historic 
structures.   
 
We help guide voluntary client bodies through complex grant application 
procedures with English Heritage, CADW, and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
practice has made successful applications to the Joint Grant  Scheme for 
Churches for extensive repairs to ten listed churches in the past six years. 
 
The practice was the winner of a Europa Nostra  Diploma of Merit for the repair 
and alteration of a 13

th
 Century timber framed bell  tower at Pembridge. 
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Building Design and Environmental Sustainability  

 

 
Environmental sustainability, energy efficiency and building durability are at the 
forefront of current design considerations. The provision and use of buildings 
has a huge impact on the environment.  Energy used during building 
construction, for heating, cooling and lighting buildings, and the chemicals 
present in materials used in building services and components, all directly 
affect occupants and the wider environment. 
 
Many of our projects are assessed by the British Research Establishmentôs  
Environmental Assessment Method. This Assessment method seeks to 
minimise the adverse effects of new buildings on the environment at global and 
local levels, whilst promoting healthy indoor conditions for the occupants. The 
assessment considers a wide range of internal and external environmental 
issues including energy and water use, renewable resources, sustainability, 
transport, comfort of occupants and ecology. We have attained BREAAM 
Excellent rating on three projects to date. 
 
We received the RICS Sustainability Award for the óHarris Centreô ï a new 
teaching facility at Walford College, Shropshire. This building incorporates a 
biomass boiler, with energy supplemented from a ground source heat pump, a 
wind turbine and photovoltaic panels. While this particular building has a range 
of renewables we believe in a clear commonsense approach to sustainable 
buildings: they should be carefully orientated, well insulated, well sealed and 
well built to provide buildings that will last. They should also be delightful places 
to occupy ï to ensure longevity! 
 
In terms of a wider perspective on sustainability we believe the re-use of 
existing buildings is a matter of urgent concern. We believe the transformation 
of the existing building stock will prove to be one of the greatest challenges. 
We have undertaken a number of exciting projects working with existing 
buildings, re-inventing them, enhancing their energy performance and 
extending their life span. Examples of such projects include the conversion of a 
warehouse into a learning centre for Shrewsbury Sixth Form College and the 
conversion of an existing Church and an existing Civic Hall into apartments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


