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Baart Harries Newall is an award winning architectural practice committed to 
an imaginative and rigorous approach to design.  

 
We have wide experience in the design of public and commercial buildings, 
particularly in the fields of education, civic buildings, community/arts projects, 
office development, housing and conservation work. 

 
We are a client orientated practice; we believe design is a process which 
requires dialogue and discussion with clients and building users. We run 
workshops and ólive designô events as part of a participatory process of 
building design.  

 
The practice has established a reputation for providing a high level of service 
to clients and this is reflected in a repeat client list including many local 
authorities and housing associations, The Environment Agency, Shrewsbury 
School, Shrewsbury Sixth Form College, Walford College and The National 
Trust. 

 
Baart Harries Newall are able to offer both design excellence and a solid 
base of expertise and experience, developed through our work with a wide 
range of clients. 
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Educational Buildings  

 
The experience gained in this sector, over many years, allows Baart Harries 
Newall to provide an excellent service that is borne out by the level of repeat 
commissions. 
 
We are extensively involved with all educational sectors, from nurseries to 
universities. The range of work varies from modest extensions to the 
construction of new schools, such as the RIBA Award winning St Judeôs 
Primary School in Wolverhampton. 
 
We have undertaken master-planning for schools and colleges including 
several secondary schools for Worcestershire County Council and Telford 
and Wrekin Council as part of their BSF programmes. 
 
Work for independent schools includes a 10 year, £10 million, programme of 
development at Concord College, Shropshire. The new development included 
four boarding houses, a sports complex, performing arts centre, a swimming 
pool and studentôs canteen. Two of the Buildings received RIBA Awards. 
 
Similarly we have undertaken over fifty projects for Shrewsbury School over a 
considerable period of time, including a new science building and a new 
boarding house.   
 
This area of work requires a sensitive approach to the development of 
effective design solutions following the establishment of a clear brief.  In 
educational work there are often several client representatives and a design 
framework needs to be established at an early date to allow a rich 
participatory design process to emerge.  Once the design has been 
formulated a methodical control over the building works is implemented, often 
in the form of elaborate phasing of the works to allow the school to continue 
itôs daily routine with the minimum disruption by construction works. 
 
Many of our education projects are illustrated on our website at 
www.bhn.co.uk 
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Office Buildings, Industrial Buildings and Research Establishments 
 

People spend a large percentage of their lives in places of work. We have 
always sought to bring architectural delight into these spaces, whether they 
are office buildings, research laboratories or industrial workshops. The 
introduction odf natural light and connections to the external environment are 
key components in providing comfortable work places. In addition a variety of 
spaces and a clear and legible circulation enhance the quality of the 
workspace. 
 

In recent years BREEAM (The British Research Establishmentôs 
Environmental Assessment Method) has played a major part in raising the 
standard of office buildings, not just in terms of energy efficiency, but also in 
enhancing the comfort of the general environment and the provision of 
facilities. We achieved our first BREEAM Excellent rating for Office design for 
an office building we designed for the Environment Agency back in 1997. 
More recently we achieved the same rating for a mixed used project in 
Craven Arms, which included a headquarters office for a Housing Association 
along with office and shop units to rent, and nine affordable apartments 

 

We have also designed Headquarter buildings for the Burnt Tree Group, 
Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service. The Headquarters building we designed 
for Polymer Laboratories at Church Stretton included highly specialised 
manufacturing facilities for intermediate pharmaceuticals production. This 
high technology unit incorporated laboratories, office accommodation and a 
production space housing large scale equipment. 
 
In addition to customised work spaces described above we have also been 
involved in the design of several speculative office developments on business 
parks.  
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Community and Arts  
 

We have designed a number of community and arts related projects.  The 
development of such designs involves establishing a strong dialogue with the 
client in order to find design solutions that not only combine complex 
interrelated functions, but also express the ethos of the client body. 
 

Many of our community projects have been concerned with transforming 
existing buildings to accommodate new uses, such as the remodelling of 
Walsall Library & Museum to provide a new entrance atrium with full disabled 
access to all floors, and an open learning centre. Other remodelling schemes 
include the United Reformed Church in Rhos on Sea, transforming an existing 
church into a building to meet the needs of the local community as well as 
contemporary worship.  
 

We have undertaken several new build projects, often with complex multi-
faceted requirements, such as the new library and business centre in Cleobury 
Mortimer, combing public services to provide a new branch library, internet 
café, conference, training and office suites for starter businesses.  Community 
projects can have several clients, for example the new Centre in Pelsall, 
Walsall that combines a new public library, childrenôs centre, a health clinic and 
pharmacy.  
 
The practice has worked on the design of several Surestart buildings  and 
numerous childrenôs centres combining nursery provision with other community 
needs 
 
We are used to working with diverse client groups and use a number of 
workshop based participatory design processes to elucidate a clear 
understanding of the various user requirements and how they interact. 
 
With our background in educational and civic work, we are particularly 
interested in how schools and other bodies are re-defining themselves to 
provide cultural and community resources alongside public services.  We 
perceive these developments as pivotal in a general cultural process which 
breaks down traditional demarcations arts, education, community functions in a 
context occupied by both professionals and non-professionals. 
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Housing and Residential  

 
We have wide experience in social and private housing design. This includes 
new build and conversion / adaptation of existing buildings and a variety of 
housing types, including specialist housing for the elderly, sheltered housing, 
groups of houses and flats, residential accommodation for staff and students in 
the educational field, and one-off houses for individual clients. 
 
Wide ranging experience in the design of social housing means that Baart 
Harries Newall can offer Housing Associations an excellent service. We have 
undertaken modest developments for 6 houses as well as large developments 
of 90 dwellings. We have also designed two HQ buildings for housing 
associations. Mark Newall was formerly a member of the management 
committee of Thames Housing Association, and chair of the management sub-
committee of Bec Housing Association in London. Paul Harries is on the 
Framework Board of the Bromford Group. 
 

We have also worked with a number of private developers, primarily on 
apartment blocks. Some projects involved re-modelling existing buildings, such 
as St Johnôs Chuch in Shrewsbury and the Victoria Hall in Oswestry. Some 
were new build developments such as the Nexus development of 18 
apartments in Shrewsbury.  
 
The practice has designed several large residential buildings, particularly in the 
educational field. This is a natural extension of the practices involvement with 
schools, colleges and training organisations, often master-planning complete 
campus developments. At Concord College residential blocks were arranged to 
form traditional courtyard spaces, imparting a sense of community to their 
occupants.  
 
We also undertake one-off house designs for individual clients.  This involves 
design for different personalities in different locations creating dwellings that 
express the needs and aspirations of their owner occupiers. We help clients to 
realise and extend their vision of what a home of their own may be. Recent 
projects include a large, self-sufficient house on a hilltop in Wales, and a 
contemporary detached house in Crew Green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


